RIDE AND STRIDE FOR 

WILTSHIRE HISTORIC CHURCHES’ TRUST

In September 2010, a group of us, and Max the dog, took part in the Wiltshire Historic Churches’ Trust’s sponsored Ride and Stride. Starting at our own St John’s Church, No: 1 on our list of churches to be visited, we walked across the fields to No: 2 - Holy Trinity Church at East Grimstead. From there, we walked to Farley where we stopped at The Hook and Glove for coffee and biscuits, the landlord kindly donating the cost of our refreshments to Wiltshire Historic Churches’ Trust – thank you, John. A large growth of fungi under the trees provoked a great deal of interest although no-one felt inclined to sample them!  Much refreshed, we proceeded to Farley’s All Saints Church which we added to our list as No: 3. One of the church ladies welcomed us and gave us a lot of interesting information about the church which was much appreciated. Then on to Pitton and St Peter’s Church; unfortunately, we were not able to go in, but it became No: 4. We then proceeded to The Silver Plough where we had a delicious lunch after which we returned to West Grimstead following the path over the downs to Farley, past Pitchers Farm and coming into the village at Butterfurlong by Balmer Lawn Stud, across the fields and over the railway line back to St John’s Church. A drizzly start was followed by sun which lasted for the rest of the day. Everyone, including Max, agreed it had been a very enjoyable walk. We collected £435 in sponsorship money, 50% of which will go to St John’s Church Roof Fund and 50% to The Wiltshire Historic Churches Trust. Thank You to Pat Hewett for all her hard work in organising it.
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